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Notes of a meeting of the Planning Committee  
held on Monday 10th January 2011 at 9.00 am 

 
Present:  Cllr Michael Wilderspin (Chairperson), Cllr Bob Grindrod, Mike Greenan 
                 
 
01.01.11 Apologies 
 
  There were no apologies for absence. 
 
02.01.11 Acceptance & Signing of Minutes 
 
  It was agreed that the Notes of the last meeting be approved. 
 
03.01.11 Notification of Pruning 
 
 The Committee considered the notification of the pruning of a Sycamore Tree at Masson 

Cottage.  The Committee confirmed they had no objections to the pruning.  
 
04.01.11 Tree Policy 
 
 It was confirmed that photographs have been taken showing views both before and after leaf 

fall and further comparative photographs will be taken when the trees are starting in leaf.  
This is to show the very poor conservation of the views that made Matlock Bath, the Artists 
paradise, in past centuries.  A policy will be formulated and presented to the Full Parish 
Council with the object of engaging effectively with the District Council. 

 
05.01.11 Flooding Questionnaire from DCC 
 
 The Committee gave careful consideration to the questionnaire.  It is clearly important to 

identify areas of concern but, as there are many in Matlock Bath, it is important that a 
thorough study is undertaken.  The timescale for completion by the end of January is 
unrealistic for a body of volunteers to undertake. 

 
 It was agreed that the Clerk write to the DCC and confirm that the Committee will conduct a 

full and informed survey within the next two months. 
           Parish Clerk 
 
06.01.11 Parking Near Station 
 
 The Committee considered in depth the request for parking by a resident.  The Committee 

questioned whether under its existing powers the Parish Council could purchase this land.  If 
it was purchased, then considerable expense would be involved in bringing it up to standard.  
The cost of the land would need to be recovered by the Council by charging a large annual 
fee per space to each user.  There was concern also about the liability of the Council if cars 
were not protected from falling into the river.  In addition, there was also the issue of policing 
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which would be another cost to be added and might be impossible to prevent wrong use in 
the spaces.  It was pointed out that the properties without car parking in the village were 
cheaper to buy than those with that facility.  The Committee suggested that the resident 
approach DDDC with the request for a designated parking space to be provided for them 
and enquire the cost thereof.  An alternative would be for them to request to buy the land 
which might be a cheaper option.  Cllr Hume is seeing if the land might be for sale as surplus 
to DDDC requirements.  The Committee asked that the Clerk write to the resident. 

 
07.01.11 Questions for the Parish Survey 
 
 The Committee formulated the questions and Cllr Wilderspin agreed to send them to the 

Clerk for inclusion in the questionnaire. 
 
08.01.11 Dangerous Tree in Churchyard 
 
 It was reported that the Cedar tree over the gateway in the churchyard had suffered damage 

from the snow.  Two branches had been removed and there were further problems.  Keith 
Postlethwaite had arranged to remove one of these but the other stretching over the A6 was 
in danger of being struck by high lorries. 

 
 It was agreed that the Clerk write to Keith thanking him for the prompt action and ask that the 

remaining branches be assessed. 
           Parish Clerk 
 
09.01.11 Date of Next Meeting 
 
 The next meeting will be held on 17th February 2011. 
      
 
  
 


